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Abstract 

Divine healing, understood as the supernatural intervention of God to restore health and 

wholeness, holds a central place in the theology and practice of contemporary African churches. 

Drawing on biblical foundations, this belief resonates strongly with African religious worldviews, 

attributing sickness and misfortune to spiritual causes. In Pentecostal and charismatic movements, 

healing ministries primarily address physical ailments and emotional, social, and spiritual needs, 

offering congregants hope, faith reinforcement, and communal belonging. As such, divine healing 

functions as both a theological anchor and a practical expression of pastoral care, attracting large 

followers to revival meetings, prayer camps, and anointed ministers. Despite its prominence, the 

practice of divine healing in contemporary African churches faces several challenges, including 

Theological Misinterpretation and Doctrinal Confusion, Commercialisation and Exploitation, 

Medical Neglect and Health Risk, Failed Healings and Spiritual Disillusion and Public Criticism 

and Media Scrutiny have generated internal and external debates about authenticity and 

accountability. Nevertheless, many African churches seek biblically faithful and pastorally 

responsible approaches to divine healing to promote Spiritual Renewal and Vibrant Faith 

Expression, Holistic Ministry and Community Support, Opportunities for Evangelism and Church 

Growth, Integration with Medical and Social Services and Promotion of Indigenous Theologies 

and Contextual Ministry for societal transformation. 
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Introduction 

Divine healing, understood as the supernatural intervention of God to restore health and wholeness, 

holds a prominent place in the life and practice of Contemporary African churches. Rooted in 

biblical accounts such as James 5:14-15 and Mark 16:17-18, the belief in divine healing resonates 

deeply with African religious worldviews that emphasize spiritual causality behind sickness and 

misfortune (Kalu, 2008; Asamoah-Gyadu, 2012). In many African Pentecostal and charismatic 

movements, healing ministries address physical ailments and speak to emotional, social, and 

spiritual restoration, offering hope and reinforcing faith among congregants. As such, divine 

healing has become both a theological cornerstone and a practical expression of the church's 

pastoral care, drawing multitudes to revival meetings, prayer camps, and anointed ministers. 

http://www.iiardjournals.org/
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However, the practice of divine healing in contemporary African churches is not without 

challenges. Questions around doctrinal integrity, the exploitation of vulnerable believers, the 

commercialization of healing services, and tensions between faith and medical science raise 

significant ethical and pastoral concerns (Gifford, 2004; Omenyo, 2006). Moreover, the mixed 

outcomes of healing claims, sensationalism in media portrayals, and the rise of counterfeit healers 

have sparked debates both within and outside the church about the authenticity and accountability 

of healing ministries. Despite these challenges, the prospects remain promising as many African 

churches continue to explore biblically grounded, theologically sound, and pastorally responsible 

approaches to divine healing. It ensures it serves as a genuine avenue of spiritual renewal, 

communal care, and holistic transformation in contemporary African Christianity. Therefore, this 

study explores the Concepts of Divine Healing Practice, the Contemporary African Church, Divine 

Healing Practices in African Churches, and Challenges and Prospects of Divine Healing Practice 

in African Churches. 

 

The Concept of Divine Healing Practice 

Divine healing refers to the belief and practices that God intervenes supernaturally to heal physical, 

emotional, or spiritual ailments in response to prayer, faith, or the laying on of hands. This practice 

is deeply rooted in both the Old and New Testaments, where accounts of miraculous healings 

demonstrate God's power over sickness (Exodus 15:26; Isaiah 53:5; James 5:14-16; Mark 16:17-

18). Anderson et al. (2004) state divine healing is not merely about curing diseases. Still, it 

represents a sign of God's kingdom breaking into the present world, offering hope, restoration, and 

affirmation of divine presence. Pentecostal and charismatic churches, particularly in Africa, have 

embraced divine healing as a core part of their religious life, seeing it as both a continuation of 

biblical miracles and a response to the deep-seated cultural belief that illness often has spiritual 

roots (Princess Ayelotan, C. (2022).  

Moreover, divine healing is a physical experience and part of holistic salvation that 

includes emotional well-being, spiritual deliverance, and communal restoration. Okoli (2023) 

explains that in African religious contexts, healing practices are often interwoven with the cultural 

understanding that life is deeply spiritual, and thus, solutions to sickness must address both the 

physical and spiritual realms. It has made divine healing a highly appealing and relevant practice 

in African churches, where people often turn to the church for spiritual guidance and solutions to 

personal, family, and social crises. Importantly, Tuduks & Maifutuk (2024). Emphasizes that while 

divine healing plays a decisive role in African Christianity, it must be approached with theological 

caution, ethical responsibility, and pastoral discernment to ensure it aligns with sound biblical 

teaching and serves the true well-being of believers. 

 

The Concept of the Contemporary African Church  

The contemporary African church refers to African Christian communities that have emerged and 

evolved in the postcolonial and globalized era, blending biblical faith with African cultural, social, 

and spiritual realities. These churches include mainline denominations (such as Anglican, 

Methodist, and Catholic), African Independent Churches (AICs), and the rapidly growing 

Pentecostal and charismatic movements. According to Mutale (2023), the contemporary African 

church is not merely a transplanted Western institution but a vibrant expression of Christianity that 

has taken root in African soil, engaging local languages, symbols, and spiritual concerns. African 

churches are marked by dynamic worship, communal participation, prophetic leadership, and a 

http://www.iiardjournals.org/
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strong emphasis on the power of the Holy Spirit to address everyday issues like poverty, sickness, 

injustice, and social transformation (Nanthambwe,2024).  

Moreover, scholars like Ogbu Kalu and Jesse N.K. Mugambi highlights how the African 

church today navigates the challenges of modernity, urbanization, political instability, and 

globalization while holding onto its spiritual identity (Mugambi et al., 2022). The contemporary 

African church often functions as a religious space and a social and economic hub, offering 

education, healthcare, entrepreneurship training, and advocacy for justice. The African church 

grapples with tensions between tradition and innovation, charismatic movements and institutional 

structures, local expressions and global Christian networks (Marimbe, 2024). This evolving 

landscape makes the contemporary African church a key player in shaping the continent's spiritual 

and socio-political future. 

 

Divine Healing Practices in African Churches 

Divine healing practices in African churches are profoundly shaped by both biblical teachings and 

African cultural worldviews, where the spiritual and physical realms are seen as interconnected. 

African Pentecostal and charismatic churches emphasize healing through prayer, anointing with 

oil, laying on hands, fasting, and deliverance services (Ngutu, 2021). These practices reflect the 

belief that sickness is often linked to spiritual causes such as curses, witchcraft, or demonic attacks, 

and thus, healing must involve spiritual intervention (Benyah, 2024). Public healing services, 

healing crusades, and prophetic declarations are standard in these churches, where the power of 

God is expected to manifest visibly to heal and restore the sick (Murove, 2023). Testimonies of 

healing are essential in strengthening communal faith, building church membership, and affirming 

the authority of spiritual leaders who are seen as God's chosen vessels. 

However, while divine healing has brought hope and comfort to many African Christians, 

scholars have raised concerns about its potential for abuse and theological imbalance. Damtew 

(2023) argues that some churches overemphasize healing miracles to the detriment of sound 

biblical teaching and pastoral care, sometimes creating false expectations among believers. 

Furthermore, Masenya (2023) notes that commercializing healing, where pastors or prophets 

demand money or special offerings for healing prayers, has led to ethical and moral challenges 

within African Christianity. Despite these issues, divine healing practices continue to flourish 

because they resonate deeply with African experiences of suffering, poverty, and a search for 

holistic well-being. Many theologians advocate for a balanced approach, where divine healing is 

understood not as a magical fix but as part of a broader theology of God's care, medical wisdom, 

and pastoral sensitivity (Odion, 2023). 

 

Challenges of Divine Healing Practice in the African Churches 

1. Theological Misinterpretation and Doctrinal Confusion 

One major challenge facing divine healing in African churches is the lack of consistent 

biblical teaching, leading to confusion between scriptural promises and human 

expectations. According to Muraya (2023), many African Christians embrace healing 

practices without a clear theological grounding, often blending Christian beliefs with 

traditional or animistic worldviews. This syncretism can lead to doctrinal distortion, where 

healing is seen more as a magical guarantee than a gracious work of God, raising false 

hopes and sometimes undermining biblical faith. 

 

http://www.iiardjournals.org/
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2. Commercialisation and Exploitation 

In many African Pentecostal and charismatic churches, the healing ministry has become 

commercialized, with some leaders exploiting desperate members by charging money for 

prayers, selling "anointed" items, or promising guaranteed miracles. Allan Anderson 

(2018) points out that this commodification of healing not only corrupts the gospel message 

but also leads to ethical abuse, where pastors profit from the vulnerability of the sick and 

poor. Such practices erode public trust and open the church to accusations of fraud and 

manipulation. 

3. Medical Neglect and Health Risks 

Another significant challenge is the tendency among some African Christians to reject 

modern medicine in favor of exclusive reliance on faith healing. Lioyd (2024) warns that 

when church leaders discourage medical treatment or present faith healing as the only 

legitimate option, it can lead to avoidable deaths, worsening health conditions, and public 

health crises. This tension between faith and science requires balanced pastoral teaching 

that honors both divine intervention and the role of medical care. 

4. Failed Healings and Spiritual Disillusionment 

Not every prayer for healing results in immediate or visible recovery, and when healings 

fail, believers often struggle with disappointment, guilt, or loss of faith. According to 

Collins (2023), African churches sometimes overpromise on the certainty of healing 

without preparing believers for the mystery of unanswered prayers, suffering, or the 

sovereignty of God. It can lead to spiritual disillusionment, church exits, or the rise of 

skepticism toward the healing ministry altogether. 

5. Public Criticism and Media Scrutiny 

The divine healing practices in African churches have increasingly attracted media 

attention, with scandals, exaggerated testimonies, and unverifiable miracles frequently 

making headlines. Orobator (2021) notes that the growing public skepticism toward 

African healing ministries has damaged the church's reputation, particularly when 

sensational claims are exposed as fake. It creates a credibility gap, where genuine spiritual 

ministries are overshadowed by sensationalism and public distrust. 

 

Prospects of Divine Healing Practice among Contemporary African Churches 

1. Spiritual Renewal and Vibrant Faith Expression 

Divine healing practices can potentially deepen African churches' spiritual vitality, 

fostering a vibrant atmosphere of faith, prayer, and dependence on God. According to J. 

Kwabena Asamoah-Gyadu (2012), healing ministries often catalyze spiritual renewal, 

reviving believers' trust in God's power and encouraging fervent worship and communal 

prayer. It enhances congregations' spiritual life and strengthens African Christianity's 

identity as a faith deeply connected to the supernatural. 

2. Holistic Ministry and Community Support 

Many African churches combine divine healing with holistic pastoral care, addressing 

physical ailments and emotional, social, and spiritual needs. Allan Anderson (2018) notes 

that healing ministries can provide comfort, hope, and a sense of belonging to marginalized 

or suffering individuals, especially in contexts with limited access to healthcare. This 

holistic approach positions the church as a community support center, offering spiritual 

and practical help. 

http://www.iiardjournals.org/
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3. Opportunities for Evangelism and Church Growth 

Healing testimonies often serve as powerful evangelistic tools, attracting new believers and 

expanding the church's reach. Balogun (2021) points out that in African contexts where 

experiential faith is highly valued, reports of divine healing can draw crowds, spark 

conversions, and stimulate church planting efforts. This missional prospect allows 

churches to grow numerically while spreading the gospel's message across diverse 

communities. 

4. Integration with Medical and Social Services 

There is growing potential for African churches to develop partnerships between healing 

ministries and formal healthcare or social services, creating integrated models of care. 

Samuel Kunhiyop (2008) argues that when faith-based healing is combined with medical 

expertise, churches can address the health needs of their members more effectively, 

reducing harmful tensions between faith and science. This integrated approach can also 

enhance the church's credibility in broader society. 

5. Promotion of Indigenous Theologies and Contextual Ministry 

Divine healing practices encourage the development of indigenous African theologies that 

address local communities' realities and spiritual concerns. According to Paul Gifford 

(2015), African churches can craft contextual theological frameworks that affirm biblical 

truths and African cultural experiences, including the deep concern for health and 

wholeness. This prospect enriches global Christianity by offering locally grounded, 

culturally relevant expressions of faith and ministry. 

London: Hurst and Company, 2015. viii + 187 pp. £18.99 (paperback). ISBN 

978 1 84904 477 6. 

 

Conclusion 

The study has presented Divine healing as a significant and dynamic feature of African 

contemporary churches, deeply rooted in biblical teachings and resonating with African spiritual 

worldviews. While it offers hope, spiritual empowerment, and a sense of communal belonging to 

countless believers, it is also accompanied by notable challenges, including Theological 

Misinterpretation and Doctrinal Confusion, Commercialisation and Exploitation, Medical Neglect 

and Health Risks, Failed Healings and Spiritual Disillusionment and Public Criticism and Media 

Scrutiny. 

Despite these hurdles, the future of divine healing practice in African churches is 

promising, as many leaders and congregations are increasingly committed to cultivating biblically 

faithful, theologically balanced, and pastorally responsible healing ministries. Resulting in 

Spiritual Renewal and Vibrant Faith Expression, Holistic Ministry and Community Support, 

Opportunities for Evangelism and Church Growth, Integration with Medical and Social Services 

and Promotion of Indigenous Theologies and Contextual Ministry. Pondering these challenges 

thoughtfully and upholding scriptural integrity, many African churches seek biblically faithful and 

pastorally responsible approaches to divine healing to promote Spiritual Renewal and Vibrant 

Faith Expression, Holistic Ministry and Community Support, Opportunities for Evangelism and 

Church Growth, Integration with Medical and Social Services and Promotion of Indigenous 

Theologies and Contextual Ministry for societal transformation.   
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